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FOREST PLANTATIONS AND SMALLHOLDER LIVELIHOODS:
EVIDENCE FROM CENTRAL REGION OF VIETNAM

Project investigators

SUMMARY

The study was carried out in six villages of Thua Thien Hue and Quang Tri
provinces. Results from survey indicated that plantations have positive
impacts on livelihoods and wellbeing, including financial and income
benefits, social status, psychological benefits such as self-esteem and ability
to influence other community members. Timber sales (25% of total HH
income) and plantation wage labour (22%) were the top two income sources
for local households. Due to decreased land availability, allocations to more
recent migrants have been smaller. Those allocated larger land areas have
higher incomes and greater human capital and social capital. While incomes
have increased for those with smaller land areas (<2 ha), other dimensions
of poverty are apparent, such as lower income, vulnerability, reduced
agency and power. A minimum of 4-5 ha is required to ensure enough
income for households to escape poverty. Human resources and capacity,
especially at provincial level, to accelerate forest land allocation and to plan,
implement and monitor effective land management systems should be
improved. Mass organizations are important institutions with a high level of
trust need to be mobilized and supported with appropriate mandates and
capacity building to deal with land processes and conflict management;
Support information and networks for smallholder engagement with timber
markets and supply chains; and Raise awareness of the ecological impacts
and benefits of plantations, implement codes of practice for plantations and
encourage certification are the recommendations of the study.

Rirng trong va sinh ké hd gia dinh: Truong hop nghién ciru ¢ mién
Trung Viét Nam

Nghién cttu dugc thuc hién tai 6 thon cua tinh Thira Thién Hué va Quang
Tr1 Két qua nghlen ctru chi ra rang rung trong c6 nhirng tac dong tich cuc
d6i voi sinh k& va sy thinh vurgng, bao gdm ca nhiing loi ich vé tai chinh,
thu nhap va dia vi xa hol tam ly nhu la sy tu tin va kha nang anh huong tich
cuc dén c4c thanh vién cong ddng khac. Thu nhép tir viéc ban gd chiém
25% tong thu nhap ho gia dinh (HGD) va cong lao dong trong rimg (chiém
22% tong thu nhap) 1a hai nguon thu chinh cho cac HGD ¢ dia phuong. Do
tai nguyén dat han ché, nén viéc giao dat cho nhitng ho di cu dén sau sé&
giam di. Nhu'ng HGD duoc giao nhidu dit hon s& c6 thu nhap cao hon va
nguon lyc va von xd hoi [6n hon. Médc du thu nhép cua nhitng HGD ¢6 dién
tich d4t nho (<2 ha) dang tang lén, cc khia canh ngheo do6i khac lai xuat
hién, nhu la thu nhép thip, de bi ton thwong, quyén luc giam. Mot dién tich
t61 thidu cin khoang 4-5 ha @& dam bao du thu nhdp cho nhiing HGD mubn
thoat ngheo Cai thién ngudn nhan lyc, dic bi¢tla ¢ cAp tinh dé thuc diy qua
trinh giao dat giao rung (GDGR) va lap ké hoach, thuc hién, glam st cac
hé thong quan ly dat dai hiéu qua; Cac t6 chirc chinh tri, xa hoi véi su uy tin
cao dong vai tro quan trong trong viéc thuc déy va hd tro tién trinh GDGR
va quan 1y xung dot; HO trg va cung cp thong tin, mang ludi cho sy tham
gia ctia cdc chu ring nho vao thi truong go va chudi cung ung, va Néng cao
nhén thic cta nguoi dan vé tac dong sinh thai va lgi ich cua rung tréng,
thyc hién quy tic thuc hanh cho rimg trong va khuyén khich chimng nhan
chimg chi rimg 1a nhitng khuyén nghi ctia nghién ctru.
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